


Memories of mass  
repression victims

A project of the GULAG History Museum

Graphic novels



This museum is one of the memorial museums dedicated  
to the history of a system of corrective-labor camps in the USSR.

The new permanent exhibition describes the fates of people who 
suffered this tragedy. An interactive map of camps shows the scale 
and geography of the GULAG camps. VR offers visitors the chance 
to look inside the preserved camp infrastructure.

Employees of the Museum recorded extensive video interviews with 
victims of repression and their relatives. This project, called   
“My GULAG” is available online at mygulag.ru

Address: 1-y Samotechny pereulok, 9/1, Moscow 127473
Reception office: +7 495 621-73-10
Tour booking: +7 495 681-88-82
info@gmig.ru
gmig.ru

The Fund was established in 2016 in the framework of the State 
Policy Concept for Perpetuating the Memory of the Victims  
of Political Repression approved by the Government of the Russian 
Federation on August 15, 2015.

The Fund accumulates donations for the support of awareness-
building and educational programs, scientific research and measures 
to perpetuate the memory of the victims of repression.

As the first project, the Fund built a national monument  
to the victims of mass repression — the “Wall of Grief.”

memoryfund.ru

THE SURVIVORS — memories of victims 
of mass repression in the form of graphic 
novels. This project builds awareness of tragic 
events in the history of Russia among 
the youth, enabling them to feel the pain 
and horror of those unjust times so that 
everyone could see how important it is  
to prevent this from happening again.

The protagonists of these graphic novels  
are the people whose stories are told through 
the new permanent exhibition of the GULAG 
History Museum. Their memories were 
illustrated by four illustrators.

This project was developed by the GULAG 
History Museum in cooperation with 
the BBDO Moscow creative agency and 
launched with support from the Memory 
Fund and the funds gathered at Planeta.ru 
crowdfunding platform.
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GULAG is an acronym for the 

Chief  
Administration of  
Corrective-Labor  
Camps and Colonies

The GULAG stands for

1.

2.

а part of the state mechanism,  
a government-bureaucratic institution.

а principle of confinement area organization, 
a “huge country” with its own customs, 
moral code, specific socioeconomic relations 
and even a judicial and legal system.

27 years
Officially, the GULAG existed for

1929 1956

A network of labor camps for people convicted  
of domestic crimes, felons and political prisoners  
that started to develop in the USSR in 1929 and over  
the 1930s.

Deprived of freedom, rights and adequate living 
conditions, gaunt convicts were forced to reclaim hard-
to-reach lands, fell timber, mine coal and gold, build 
railways, canals, power stations and even towns.

For more than 20 years of the GULAG existence, 
approximately twenty million people passed through  
the GULAG prisons and camps. Every 1 out of 10 
prisoners remained there forever.

Over time, the word “GULAG”, which initially stood  
for the Chief Administration of Camps, became an ominous 
symbol of lawlessness, life on the verge of death, 
backbreaking labor and deprivation of human rights.
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Boris Zhelezovsky

Knyazhpogost  
(Komi Republic)

1943
Grodno
1901

Fought for the Red Army 
during the Civil War. Took 
part in the Battle of Crimea. 
Transferred to the reserve 
for health reasons.

Completed accounting 
classes, worked at the Apakov 
tram depot, from 1935 — 
accountant at the sales 
department of the Krasny 
Oktyabr confectionery 
factory.

Arrested in 1938. Sentenced 
to 8 years of imprisonment  
for “anti-Soviet activism.”

Worked at the camp  
as accountant. Frequently 
exchanged letters with his 
daughter trying to take part 
in her upbringing.

Died in 1943 at the Ust-Vym 
camp of cachexia. 

His daughter Inna became 
a doctor and worked  
in healthcare for more  
than 40 years.

A jar for lollipops, 
the Krasny Oktyabr 
factory.

From the presents  
of Boris Zhelezovsky 
to his daughter Inna.

An interview with  
Inna Zhelezovskaya

My dear
Inna...

Illustrator
Konstantin Chirkov
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perished of hunger and disease 
at camps, penal colonies and prisons 

throughout the years of existence  
of the GULAG. 

More than 
2 000 000 
people



Finished school  
in Krasnoarmeysk (now 
Pokrovsk, Ukraine) in 1941. 
The city was occupied by the 
Germans shortly after that.

In 1943, helped wounded 
Soviet soldiers during the 
first attempt to liberate 
Krasnoarmeysk. When the city 
was retaken by the Germans, 
she started working  
at the employment service and 
helped forge documents for 
encircled Red Army soldiers.

Arrested as a Nazi accomplice 
after the ultimate liberation  
of the city.

Sentenced to 15 years  
of penal labor and sent  
to the Vorkuta camp in 1944.

Completely rehabilitated  
in 1960. Later became  
a prominent expert  
in cybernetics.

One of the textbooks 
Elena Markova used 
to study at the camp 
having become  
a nurse in 1951 after 
having worked  
at a mine.

Provided by the 
Memorial Research 
Information Center.

Remain 
human
Elena Markova

Kyiv
1923

Illustrator  
Dmitry Osetrov

An interview with  
Elena Markova
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAtOf8fQX2A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAtOf8fQX2A
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Approximately  
339 000  
people
were sentenced to penal labor for treason.

More than
280 000 people  
were punished 
undeservingly.

Only 15% of them actually took part in Nazi 
atrocities or served in counter-insurgency 
squads in any capacity.
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Expelled from a theological 
seminary in 1905 for 
“revolutionary sentiments.”

Graduated from the 
law school of the Saint 
Petersburg University in 1911.

After the Civil War, left the 
public service and committed 
himself to exploring Siberia. 
Oversaw the creation of the 
Siberian Soviet Encyclopedia 
in 1927–1933.

In 1933, sentenced for 
“preparation to separation 
of Siberia.” Sent to the 
Solovetsky Special 
Designation Camp.

Executed by a firing squad  
in 1937.

His son Vladimir would later 
become a geologist and make 
a significant contribution  
to the discovery of oil and gas 
fields in Siberia.
 

A paperweight made 
by Panteleimon 
Kazarinov.

Provided by the 
Novosibirsk Regional 
Research Library.

My dad,
Panteleimon  
Kazarinov
Panteleimon Kazarinov

Sandarmokh area 
(Republic of Karelia)

1937
Irkutsk
1885

Illustrator  
Sofiya Elovikova
Pic-o-Matic
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throughout 
1936.

were sentenced to execution  
by a firing squad  
in the Soviet Union

 from October 27 to November 4 
in 1937, during the Great Terror. 

of the Solovetsky Special Designation 
Camp were executed  in the Sandarmokh 
area (Karelia) by a firing squad

1118  
 people

within a week —

1111
prisoners 



Yuliya Pashaeva

Staraya Barda
(Altay Territory)

1936

Born to an accountant and  
a village teacher. Her parents 
were executed by a firing 
squad during the Great Terror.

In 1938, two-year-old Yuliya, 
her elder sisters and their 
brother were taken  
to different orphanages.  
The family reunited after  
the war with the help from  
the Red Cross.

In late 1950s, Yuliya Pashaeva 
graduated from a sewing 
school and later became a fur 
clothes designer.

Met her future husband —  
a stage director — during  
the study.

She worked in her profession 
all her life and retired in late 
2000s. Now she helps  
in raising grandchildren.

Still very upset that she 
does not remember how her 
parents looked like.  
No photographs of the family 
have remained. Death penalty 
cases do not contain any 
photographs either.

The house in the 
village of Staraya 
Barda (1960s) where 
Yuliya Pashaeva 
had lived with her 
parents until they 
were arrested.

To see
parents

Illustrator  
Anastasiya Danilova 
Pic-o-Matic

An interview with  
Yuliya Pashaeva
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJs_98PJac0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJs_98PJac0
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As per the Order of the People’s 
Commissariat for Internal Affairs  
“On Arresting Wives of Traitors”,

18 000 
wives of “enemies of the people”  
were imprisoned from August 1937  
to October 1938.

children were sent to orphanages.

More than   
25 000
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Political 
repression
20 000 000 people 
passed through camps, penal colonies and prisons over 27 years  
of existence of the GULAG.

5 000 000 people  
were repressed for political reasons.

Mortality 
1930                    1956
2 000 000 people 
died imprisoned in the GULAG.

War and frontline  
 1941          1945
1 200 000 convicts  
fought in penal battalions.

6 600 000 people  
rehabilitated and recognized as victims  
of political repression.

Rehabilitation 
  1956                                                

1930                  1956

Forced settlements and exile

6 000 000 people, 
representatives of 61 nationalities,  
suffered forced displacement.

1930                      1956

Great Terror 

700 000 people  
executed by firing squad during the Great Terror.

1937                      1938
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and orthography of original  
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